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Rotary Youth Exchange with Heart and Responsibility. 

5. Consequences and impacts to our service on club and 
district/multidistrict level.  

5.1. The Core values. 
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PART I 
 

1. Introduction and Greetings. 

Distinguished guests, dear Rotarian Governors, ladies and 
gentlemen, dear friends, dear families & students, 

I must confess to be moved standing here once again today. What 
a great pleasure and privilege to speak to you under these 
wonderful and exciting circumstances in such an outstanding and 
friendly atmosphere and overwhelming whole hearted hospitality. 
We -  my wife Marlis and me are happy to meet good friends 
again and enjoy it is a tremendous experience to enjoy meeting 
again good friends and enjoy the wonderful country side of the 
lovely ILHA  FORMOSA  with its impressing beauty, diversity of 
cultures and great history. 

Of course I happily responded to the Youth Exchange 
Committee’s wishing to address you today. We are gladly sharing 
with you the experience of our international fellowship and 
personal friendship which developed in different ways during 
many years. 

 It is a great honour for me to greet you all in the world wide 
fellowship in the frame work of Rotary International Youth 
Exchange Program. Special greetings come from my district 1860 
around my home town and University Heidelberg founded in the 
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year 1386 as the eldest one in Germany, situated close to the 
borders to France and Switzerland.  

Personally I am very grateful for the hearty and sincere dialogue 
we have experienced since many years having your delegates 
with us in our EEMA conferences at various places in Europe. We 
appreciate very much the encouraging and constructive results of 
our discussions and enduring programs. Rotary Taiwan can be 
proud of presenting such an excellent Youth Exchange Program 
by an engaged committee. 
I am grateful and proud to be a member of Rotary –participating in 
a community of friendship of more than one million male and 
female members. From the very beginning of my membership 
since 1970/71 I have been engaged in the Youth Service and 
exchange programs. These programs and the international 
network of social engagement, peace work and cultural 
understanding encouraged me to join Rotary. 

 

2.    The Idea and Message of Rotary International.  

 “Rotary is a worldwide organization of more than 1.2 million 
business, professional, and community leaders. Members of Rotary 
clubs, known as Rotarians, provide humanitarian service, 
encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, and help build 
goodwill and peace in the world.” 

There are 33,000 Rotary clubs in more than 200 countries and 
geographical areas. Clubs are non-political, non religious, and open to all 
cultures, races, and creeds. Members are both male and female and of 
all ages. 

As signified by the motto Service above Self, Rotary’s main objective is 
service — in the community, in the workplace, and throughout the world. 

Rotarians are encouraged to apply the four way test to all the things 
they think say or do 

1. Is it the truth? 
2. Is it fair to all concerned? 
3. Will it build goodwill and better friendships? 
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4. Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 

In 2002 Rotary International adopted this statement of policy for working 
with youth: 

"Rotary International is committed to creating and maintaining the 
safest possible environment for all participants in Rotary activities. 
It is the duty of all Rotarians, Rotarians’ spouses, partners, and 
other volunteers to safeguard to the best of their ability the welfare 
of and to prevent the physical, sexual, or emotional abuse of 
children and young people with whom they come into contact." 

 
3.  What is Rotary Youth Exchange? 

 

3.1. RYE – its origin and development.  

When we are looking back into Rotary´s more than 100 years of history 
we discover that Rotary international started very early with a program of 
youth service and exchange. After the disaster of World War One, it was 
the RC of Nice, France that initiated exchanges with students from other 
European countries in the year 1927. Students and host families all over 
the world have had their horizons broadened and their lives enriched by 
the generosity of Rotary´s Youth Exchange program. 

After World War II there was a new beginning when in 1952 Rotarians 
were meeting again from different countries in Europe, neighbouring 
countries – having been fighting enemies during the horrible, satanic war. 
On the background of this disaster they wanted young people get to 
know each other and so to become friends and contribute to a new 
partnership and friendship of the peoples and nations of Europe. It was 
very important that step by step all the European countries, until 1989 
only in the west were joining this program, primarily within Central 
Europe, East Mediterranean and Africa (CEEMA). Later in the 80th Great 
Britain and Ireland (RIBI) joined in the EEMA (Europe, East 
Mediterranean and Africa) as is called now. Long before officially RI 
recognized EEMA YEP, their intensive and engaged work and 
experience helped to make RYEP an official 5th avenue of Rotary 
Services, starting with on club level. That means that in future the club 
youth officer is an active member of the Club Committee. 
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During the 6 years of my service as Vice & President of EEMA we had to 
challenge the new political situation in Europe after the unexpected but 
deeply wanted opening of the so called Iron Curtain.  
New Rotary Clubs and districts could be founded in the former 
communist countries in Central and Eastern European countries. In 1997 
the EEMA conference first met in Helsinki/Finland and in the second part 
in St. Petersburg/Russia. In 1998 we met in Vienna/Austria. “From youth 
exchange to integration” was the theme that year. More than 10 
countries formerly under the Soviet rule in the meantime have become 
active partners in our service and exchange programs. 
This Year 2010 we met at the 58th EEMA YEO Conference in 
Switzerland, participating almost 300 delegates out of 34 countries.  

Many political and economic steps were needed aiming for a united 
Europe, breaking down the walls of iron and stone, bridging the gaps 
between separated ideological systems and cultures. This process can 
be part of my own biography: born and brought up before and during the 
horrible war, experiencing the horror of tyranny, and ideological, racist 
hypocrisy. Our generation had to go through times of suffering from 
despise of fundamental human right and dignity as well as from the mere 
principles of freedom. We started learning and studying in the new 
democratic Germany, experiencing a divided country for almost 30 years. 
After the fall of the Berlin Wall we were both proudly and critically 
observing the development of a free and united country and a growing 
united Europe. I dare say that Rotary Youth Exchange Programs were 
considerately and still are contributing to this process promoting global 
peace, understanding and good will. I appreciate very much that the 
Rotary Foundation some 10 years ago created an excellent model and 
initiative in so called “Rotary Centres for International Studies in Peace 
and Conflict Solution”, where outstanding young students can apply for 
scholarship and graduate with a MSc. Make this program known in your 
committees and find applicants for this remarkable program in which 
already 500 young people from all over the world took part. 

Each year, about 8,000 students from over 100 countries and 
geographical areas are participating in exchanges through the Youth 
Exchange program.  

Please see: A guide book for Exchange students. 

http://www.rotary.org/en/studentsandyouth/youthprograms/rotaryyouthexchange/pages/ridefault.aspx 

Also: www.rotary.org 
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The opportunities in Rotary's Youth Exchange program are so numerous 
that young people are only limited by their own horizons!  

Activities vary from a two week camp or tour, through short term home 
stays, with or without vocational experiences or academic study, to a full 
year living and studying in another country. Rotary's Youth Exchange 
programs are available to all young people regardless of whether they 
are related to a Rotarian or not.  

Taking part in these  programs young people develop an understanding 
and tolerance of other cultures and creeds as well as introducing them to 
the ideals of Rotary Service, and preparing them for the possibility of 
being the Rotarians of the future. 

3.2.1.   Short Term Exchanges  

are a great way to learn a little bit more about other countries..... 
and a lot more about yourself.  

• Spend 2 or 3 weeks living abroad with a host family or in host 
club (or hostel for example: ski, sailing, mountaineering, 
music, arts - camp etc.)  

• Tailor your time to make the most of your interests.  
• Improve language skills and make lasting friendships abroad. 
• Learn about different family, social and cultural behavior or 

traditions. 

In return you will host your exchange partner for a similar period of time 
in your home connected with programs of the responsible hosting Rotary 
Club / Clubs/ District. It’s a great opportunity to find out more about other 
cultures, develop skills you’ll use for the rest of your life and to make 
international friends. 

Remember: hosting parents or guardians don’t have to be members of 
Rotary to take part in an exchange. 

RYEPs are able to arrange exchanges with most countries that are 
certified by Rotary International to take part in the program. Make early 
applications possible by informing the Clubs early. 
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3.2.2.    Rotary's Long Term Youth Exchange program 

Offers you a unique opportunity to spend time abroad and continue 
your education. You'll live with host family/families and spend a 
year learning all about their lives, their society and culture –  

and learning a lot about yourself too! 

• Meet new people and make friendships that will last a lifetime. 
• Develop new skills that will be invaluable for the rest of your 

life. 
• Learn a new way of living - maybe even a new language. 
• Enjoy an unforgettable experience.  

Long Term Exchange program is not a gap year in the accepted sense - 
high school or, in some countries, college attendance is required and the 
whole experience is structured to enable you to continue your education 
in a different country and culture so to get the most out of your time 
abroad. 

It won't cost a fortune and we'll be with you every step of the way. Rotary 
has been running foreign exchange programs for over sixty years, so you 
[and your parents] can benefit from our experience. Your parents or 
guardians don't need to be Rotary members - all we are looking for is 
enthusiastic students aged 16 - 18 who can act as ambassadors for their 
country. 

Every year almost 8000 young people take up this “once in a lifetime 
opportunity”. Spaces are strictly limited so please check out the rest of 
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the website and then complete the application form. The first step always 
is to make all these programs offered by RYEPs published in your clubs. 

Whatever the young peoples’ interests might be there is bound to be a 
Rotary International camp or tour that will offer them an experience 
they’ll never forget. From camping in the wilderness to cultural tours, we 
have a world of opportunities to discover.  

 

3.2.3   New Generations Exchange  

our NGE as it is often called, is a short term program aimed at 
young adults between the ages of 18 and 25. The objective of the 
program - as with the others - is to create goodwill and international 
understanding through vocational experience, cultural immersion 
and ethical reflection. 

• To develop new skills and experiences that will help you in 
finding your own personal identity. 

• Learn about other cultures and practices. 
• Build a network of likeminded friends. 

The program is aimed at graduates, those in university or college 
education or those who have completed their vocational training or are 
about to start higher education.  

How NGE works: The program is open to  

• Young adults between the ages of 18 and 25,  
• Students who have just completed their secondary education 

and who want a taste of a vocation which interests them 
before applying to university or college or are about for higher 
training.  

• Graduates or those in university or college education. 
• Those looking out to develop their skills and experience 

within a given vocation, engage in social work, etc.  
• NGE involves unpaid vocational placements within the 

applicant's career plans and aspirations and of course 
aspects of cultural understanding and tourism during their 
time abroad.  
NGE can vary in length, between 3 weeks and a maximum of 3 
months. Candidates can depart any time of year depending on 
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agreement with host Rotary club. An individual program will 
be agreed with the host club who will also involve the student 
in their social and other activities.  

Hosting is usually by designated host families but the vocational element, 
for example in a care home or hostel, may require residence on the 
premises.  

 NGE participants will be allocated a Rotarian mentor, or counselor, from 
their host Rotary club to assist them with arrangements prior to departure 
and any problems or concerns during their time abroad.  

Because this element of the Youth Exchange program is relatively new 
not all countries who offer other exchange opportunities take part in the 
NGE program, but the number of countries is increasing rapidly.  

 

Rotary camps and tours bring together young people from all over the 
world and are an excellent chance to find out about other cultures and 
lifestyles. Rotary Camps and Tours are available to all young people, 
regardless of whether they are related to a member of Rotary or not.  

3.2.5. Exchange  
of disabled and physically handicapped youngsters. 
 

When we are engaged in Rotary Youth Exchange with Heart and 
Responsibility we certainly have also to keep in our mind and heart our 
responsibility for disabled and handicapped children and young people 
by Integrating Youth with Disabilities into RYE programs. 
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As far as I know these programs started some 40 years ago in 
Norway/Europe by the initiative of Rtn. Peter Wessel – later on RI 
Director, an outstanding Rotarian and many years’ member of EEMA 
conferences, under the auspices of his District, the National Committee 
of the Red Cross and the very active support by the late King of Norway 
Olav V. (*1903; † 1991). He was a personal friend of Peter Wessel who 
started with a very qualified, high standard program and so gave a fine 
sample to other primarily Scandinavian, later European countries and 
South Africa, followed by many other districts all over the world.  
Many exchanges involving students with disabilities have been 
successfully executed by Rotary clubs and districts. 
 
Often, these exchanges bring unique rewards to participants. Clubs and 
districts participating in such exchanges need follow a few specific 
guidelines to conduct a successful and rewarding exchange. RI and 
EEMA guidelines help us to learn and become encouraged to start with. 
www.youthexsa.org.za/docs/igwd.pdf 
 
TRYEX very successfully and skillfully organized such camps and 
meetings several times during the past few years. 
 

PART II 
4. The theme of our conference today:  

“Rotary Youth Exchange with Heart and Responsibility” 

is corresponding to the motto of our EEMA Conference this year in 
Switzerland.  
Certainly this theme is a wise message to all Rotarians, friends and 
families who are involved in RYE-Programs. 
Looking back to my own more than 30 years of engagement in RYE-
service and programs on club, district and international levels – I 
attended my first EEMA Conference in 1974 in Amsterdam - I am 
convinced that this service is one of the finest and most brilliant jewels in 
the crown of Rotary International.  
In fact, I even dare say that RYE programs are certainly contributing on a 
high level to the good image of Rotary International and to a successful 
process in different worldwide activities that - within the aims of RI 
President Ray Klinginsmith - are building bridges and promoting a 
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responsible and a heartily engaged vision and premonition of global 
peace, goodwill, understanding and spiritual. We ought to dare 
educational efforts in a process of reconciliation and tolerance. It is true, 
what the admirable and honored Nobel Peace Prize Winner Nelson 
Mandela from South Africa, prophet like, proclaimed:  
“After climbing a great hill, one only find that there are many more 
hills to climb.” 
There is, today , an extraordinary disconnection between the education 
we offer our young people and what they really need in order to cope 
with an increasingly violent, materialistic and selfish world despite the 
recent “rediscovery” of our  societies crisis in ethical and spiritual values. 
Few voices can be heard questioning whether the education we provide 
our children and young generation offers them the knowledge, attitudes, 
and understanding that might really enable them to deal with the toxic 
values that could distort their lives. It is no wonder that in this 
increasingly privatized world young people -and not only those - feel 
lonesome and alienated from social and political events and issues. If 
that is real, to me it circumscribes an irresponsible reduction to the 
fleeting images of the electronic screen and world.  
 
In my opinion RYE does share – with heart and responsibility – an 
impact of a necessary spiritual and educational basis within all the 
different cultures and religions. We have to learn how to share the 
spirituality of our hearts in expressing love, understanding and tolerance 
through our work and engagement of our actions and minds. 
 
RI. PP Wilkinson from Canada has expressed this idea a few years ago: 
 “As Rotarians, we demonstrate that love, and we share that love by 
helping each other on our way to become one big family without 
bloodshed, aware of living in a globalised yet also highly 
fragmented world.”  
 
Dear friends,  
besides the fact that we have to be both, very appropriate and 
skillful organizers and friendly open hearted hosts in Youth 
Exchange we also have to be aware of our responsibility of 
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reflecting the educational and spiritual basis, aims and message of 
all our services and work to do.  
Let me tell you a very personal impression: In fact, one of the most 
beautiful experiences in the business of a RYE-Officer is to receive and 
to read – not only put them into the files – the final reports of our 
exchange students. 
It is marvelous to learn about their wonderful experiences: how they 
enjoyed the challenge of getting to know new friends - some of them will 
be companions for a whole life. How they gratefully experienced the 
hearty and generous hospitality, how they were getting to know different 
languages and school systems, behavior and cultures, sometimes with a 
feeling of having gone through a cultural shock, especially at the 
beginning; in fact, a lot of very mature and intelligent insights. I am 
convinced that a great majority of the nearly 8000 exchange partners 
every year would have had and will have such experiences. 
 
We have to question also for remarks to the following issues: 

• What did you learn about social engagement, about 
tolerance, about humanity, about the dialogue with different 
cultures, religions and peoples? 

• How did Rotary help you in the process of learning in these 
issues, help you to find a way to your own personal identity 
and responsibility? 

 
We, dear friends, have to be aware of the fact that these issues also 
belong to our responsible educational task and impact in practicing youth 
service and exchange.  Maybe RYLA seminars connected with our 
exchange programs might accordingly be a useful instrument 
approaching this aim alike Rotary Taiwan giving us a model at hands 
during your cultural meetings and workshops. 
 
In conclusion: we have to learn and to practice that the human family of 
this planet cannot be changed for the better unless the consciousness of 
the hearts and minds of the individuals will be changed. We have to 
pledge to work for the transformation of our individual and collective 
consciousness. This includes a growing social, economical and 
ecological awareness and responsibility; but also and mainly of our 
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spiritual powers through reflections, meditation, and positive attitude 
towards a conversion of the hearts, and a sincere process of learning 
human behavior and tolerance.  
 
“Building Communities —Bridging Continents” 
 is the Rotary theme given this year by President  RI Ray Klinginsmith. 
He had honored our EEMA Conference this year by his presence 
emphasizing the important role of youth exchange and encouraging the 
delegates from all over the world in their service: 
“Yes, we have changed the world, and will continue to change it, in 
a positive way! Can we do it even better in these financially troubled 
times? Yes, we can do it! Yes, we will do it — together! 
…, all we need to do is to focus our best efforts on encouraging our 
clubs and districts to do what Rotarians are passionate about, and 
what Rotarians are the best in the world at doing, which is   
 
“Building Communities — Bridging Continents!” 
With heart and responsibility! I want to add again. 
 
Bridging continents includes our ability for understanding and dialog. In 
my lifelong learning I tried to focus on the dialog between west and east- 
between orient and occident, as the scholars call it. From my own 
European Protestant Christian education and family background I was 
granted a scholarship in postgraduate study exchange with an 
unexpected privilege to study one year1960/61 in India at an Institute for 
the Study of Religion and Society in Bangalore/ South India. I have 
learned how essential the dialogical challenges are to be experienced in 
a disorientated growing world and society of today and tomorrow. It is a 
world that is more and more starving not only from bread and fresh water 
but also starving from hope and peace. I feel it almost unbearable that 10 
children must die every minute and almost 1 Billion i.e. One thousand 
millions are suffering from hunger all over the world today. 
Outstanding teachers like Martin Luther King and Mahatma Gandhi 
have become guiding teachers in my young life. Nobel Prize winners 
like Albert Schweitzer have taught us the idea of “reverence for life” 
and the vision of “world citizenship”. Hermann Hesse (1877-1962) – 
published so widely in Taiwan - helped us to broaden our mind and 
knowledge. In his famous poem “Steps” he helped us to understand that 
“ 

“Each virtue and each wisdom needs parading  
in one's own time… The heart must be… 
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prepared to part and start … with courage to endeavor… 
for each beginning bears a special magic  
that nurtures living and bestows protection.” 

(The whole poems you will find in the appendix.) 

When I was getting older I got acquainted with Eastern Masters’ spiritual 
teachings and lives. 
Here in Taiwan I gratefully discovered one of your contemporary 
Taiwanese teachers, born 80 years ago in Shanghai, coming to Taiwan 
in 1949, and passed away last year. Master Sheng Yen became an 
attractive and sympathetically guiding teacher for many people in this 
country and an encouraging partner in my own encountering attempts for 
bridging continents dialogue which we need so much in our days.  
I give thanks to our dear friend and experienced colleague in Youth 
Exchange Rotarian Water Andrea Chen from the RC of Taipei - Yungfu, 
who some time ago presented me some sayings of Master Sheng Yen 
聖嚴. (1930-2009). His words have such a deep and meaningful ethical 
essence that I want to share with you three of them in the context of our 
seminar as a motto for today and our service for tomorrow: 
Write it into your diary of today! It might be worthwhile to do so. 
 

• “The meaning of life lies in constant learning and dedication; 
helping others leads to self-growth.” (20) 

 
• “When working together with a subordinate, show concern not 

blame, encouragement not arrogance, consultation not 
authority.”(17) 

 
• “Show friendship and extend a helping hand and you will emit 

the radiance of harmony, happiness and peace.”(13) 
See: Adages of Wisdom by Master Sheng Yen, Taipei, Taiwan. www.shengyen.org.tw  
 

5.Consequences and impacts for our work on Club and 
District/Multidistrict levels. 
 
Youth exchange is a process of learning in which all the people are 
involved, who are participating and sharing in this serving process and 
program.  

• Exchange students, their parents and families and schools 
• Club YEOs, counselors, presidents, 
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• District YEOs and chairpersons in district committees, 
M/District councils, incoming and acting Governors. 
 

The essential key of our program is education. That means:  

5.1. Understanding the “Core Value” of Rotary Youth Exchange:  

We all know the importance of “bridging the cultural gap” and 
“establishing global friendships”. However, we also need to realize the 
vital role of helping and encouraging teenagers to” identify” themselves 
and develop their good characters. 

5.2. Consensus, Coordination and Teamwork: 

After identifying the key core values, then Youth Exchange Personnel 
(including everyone involved in the program) must learn to understand 
the vital role of teamwork; before dealing with students (and their issues) 
we must reach a common consensus on the best way to treat young 
people correctly – remember: with heart and responsibility. 

5.3. To Understand and appreciate young people’s thoughts and feelings: 

We must accept there are wide cultural and generation gaps. Young 
people may be more” rebellious” than we used to be; try to appreciate 
them nevertheless that their background is very complex and sometimes 
complicated to understand. Young people today have to face and handle 
different challenges than we had to.  

In the process of growing up, a teenager is often ridden with 
inner conflicts and contradictions: they long to be understood, but 
also seek the right kinds of learning and role model. (key:”For 
young people, Love is Understanding”). 

To truly comprehend young people, we need to guide or lead 
them along the right path----As Rotarians, we can try to be their role 
models.    

 

5.4. YEP Rules and Regulations are a “guiding principle” not “law”: 
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Our common goal is always to help the Youth in “guiding” not “ruling” 
them. (- we can apply these ideas in raising our own children) 

Our rules should be a way to guide young people along the right path 
and help them develop well; our goal is not to “lock them up”, and 
regulations should not be an “instrument of punishment” either.  

Doubtless, we’ve all heard the complaint from exchange 
students:”Rotary rules are too many and too strict!” Naturally, 
many teenagers find them hard to accept. And yet, if they could just 
consider these rules in a more positive light, then exchange 
students might accept and appreciate that our YEP regulations and 
conditions do indeed act as a proper and practical ”guidebook “ or 
“compass” that will help them on the way to completing a 
successful exchange program. 

Meanwhile, we need to be more understanding and patient when 
explaining these “guidelines” to Exchange Students, so that they 
will accept them intentionally and deliberately abide by them. 

Remember, Master Sheng Yen said: “With adolescents, we 
should care, but not worry about them; guide, but not control them; 
and communicate with, but not command them.”  

On our way to whole hearted humanitarian behavior and education to 
world citizenship let us learn together and become attractive samples 
and models.  

I am convinced that the Chinese poet and philosopher Liu Xiaobo (劉曉

波) who was recently awarded the Nobel Peace Prize is certainly one of 
them. 

5.5. The importance of training and experience for Youth Exchange 
Personnel: 

It is essential for personnel to attend seminars and conferences; they 
can both achieve new and useful knowledge and information, and also 
share experience with other members. Senior members can pass on 
their experience to new or younger ones. Without well founded 
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knowledge and experience, we cannot fully understand young people’s 
issues, or comply with them in the correct way. 

Let us learn together the essential meaning of tolerance and partnership! 
Do not forget we are offering seeds no fruits! 

 

6. Conclusion and new horizons in the future. 

Rotary Youth Exchange with heart and responsibility must enable young 
people recognising their personal identity as well as their individual 
talents and resources, developing, and using them actively for 
themselves and for others.  
Rotary Youth Exchange with heart and responsibility thus invests as 
much as possible in extending people’s ability to organize their own lives 
and to enhance its dimensions of both ethical and social concern and 
economic activity for all.  
Rotary Youth Exchange with heart and responsibility is maintaining and 
supporting young people in using their individual talents and abilities, to 
be as strong and self conscious as possible. Our adult authority grows 
from being fair partners in mutual respect, reverence and love. 
Equipping people with skills and personal competence is the most 
effective way of encouraging them to become more active and self 
confident in their own identity. While this goal must be pursued in all 
areas of society, its realisation should mainly be the task of the 
educational system. The prime purpose of these skills will be to develop 
self-reliance and a spirit of solidarity.  
In conclusion,  
we have to learn and practice that the human family of this planet cannot 
be changed for the better unless the consciousness of individuals is 
changed. We pledge to work for a transformation in individual and 
collective consciousness for the awakening not only of our economic and 
political awareness and responsibility but also and mainly of our spiritual 
powers through reflection, meditation, prayer and positive thinking 
towards a conversion of the heart.  
Together we can move mountains, take away iron curtains and walls - 
see Berlin! – and bridge wide gaps and straits.  
I am afraid to discover that curtains and walls still exist! 
Without a willingness to take risks and a readiness to sacrifice there can 
be no fundamental movement to peace. 
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We have to learn that peace and love need more respect, sincere 
concern and engaged sacrifice than any other powerful form of conflict 
and means of war. How difficult is it to make this idea understood! 
 
 
The symbol of Rotary is a wheel. A wheel is rotating!  

 
 
Active in  ROTATING – active in COOPERATION; 
active IN MOTION are the characters of all our Service in Rotary 
Youth Exchange. 
Education and Service in motion. 
Tolerance in motion. 
Love in motion. 
Making peace in motion. 
Sharing our goods in motion. 
Sharing our hearts in motion! 
 

The more we move into the centre of a wheel the closer we come 
together: 
• Together in friendship 
• Together in trusting and encouraging each other 
• Together on the way to a future of peace and understanding in 

our generation and all the generations to come 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, dear old and young friends, 
 Hopefully and with a considerable amount of pleasure let us continue in 
our work and service in youth exchange with a way of burning hearts and 
sincere responsibility. 
Thanks to the energetic and skilful committee members Andrea who 
organized this meeting. Thanks to the hosting districts and their engaged 
Governors. 
Last but not least give a big hand to Angela who did the preparation of 
the wonderful presentation of my speech and the great job of translation.  
 

Thank you Angela  and 
Andrea  !! 
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 After my first visit to Taiwan I wrote a poem dedicating it to my friends in 
this country. I will end my speech with these words and blessings: 

 
Beloved ILHA FORMOSA 
Lovely, beautiful Islands. 

Your life has so many faces. 
Light between the waters. 

Light reflecting in the fruitful fields and lakes. 
Light shining from the white peaks of majestic mountains. 

You will find magic sources 
Out of ancient roots.  

Growing plants 
With blooming flowers 

Ripening into sweet fruits. 
Country full of grace, enigma and mystery. 

Children playing in flourishing gardens. 
Proud parents and faithful friends 

Caressing them with tender love and blessing their fortune. 
The Eternal Great Gardener is caring for them 

Guarding their growth and their ways 
Day after day. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, dear friends, thank you for your fine and patient 
attention and for your great whole hearted hospitality. Thank you for your 
friendship and patience. 
 
           Appendix: 

Hermann Hesse:  “Steps”  

Like ev'ry flower wilts, like youth is fading  
and turns to age, so also one's achieving:  

Each virtue and each wisdom needs parading  
in one's own time, and must not last forever.  

The heart must be, at each new call for leaving, 
prepared to part and start without the tragic,  
without the grief - with courage to endeavor  

a novel bond, a disparate connection:  
for each beginning bears a special magic  

that nurtures living and bestows protection. 

We'll walk from space to space in glad progression  
and should not cling to one as homestead for us.  

The cosmic spirit will not bind nor bore us;  
it lifts and widens us in ev'ry session:  
for hardly set in one of life's expanses  

we make it home, and apathy commences.  
But only he, who travels and takes chances,  

can break the habits' paralyzing stances. 
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It might be, even, that the last of hours  
will make us once again a youthful lover:  

The call of life to us forever flowers...  
Anon, my heart: Say farewell and recover! (Translator unknown) 


